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 Key Dates 
May

June

 

8

9 - 12

16

17

23

26

2 9 Assembly

King’s Birthday public holiday

NAIDOC Week

School Nurse visit

Year 3-5 Athletics (VU athletics track)

School Nurse visit 

Last day of Term Two and Assembly

(2:30pm Finish)

2026 Term Dates 
Term 1 
29 January – 2 April
Term 2 
20 April – 26 June 
Term 3 
13 July – 18 September 
Term 4 
5 October – 19 December 

July

1 3

1 5

2 9

3 1

First day of Term Three

Parent teacher conferences

100 days of school

Assembly



Building strong readers through phonics

At Yurran P-9 College, we believe reading is a foundational life skill and a source of joy,
imagination and discovery. One of the key ways we support students to become confident
and successful readers is through the teaching of phonics to our young and early readers.

Phonics helps children understand the connection between sounds and letters. Students
learn to read words by recognising these sound-letter relationships and using them to
decode unfamiliar words. This builds both reading fluency and comprehension.

At our college, phonics is taught using a structured approach called systematic synthetic
phonics. Students begin by learning simple sounds such as /s/m/a/c/t/ and gradually
move towards more complex sound patterns such as /ee/ in bee or /oa/ in soak.

Children first learn individual sounds and then practise blending those sounds together to
read whole words. Lessons are short, engaging and interactive, incorporating reading,
writing and engaging activities to support learning in a meaningful way.

Learning to read takes time, patience and encouragement, and celebrating small
successes while making reading practice enjoyable at home can make a significant
difference in building your child’s confidence and love of reading. We encourage families to
try these fun activities at home to support their child’s learning, foster confidence and
nurture love of reading. 

If you have any questions about supporting your child’s learning at home, please reach out
to your child’s classroom teacher. We value working in partnership with families and are
always happy to support you and your child’s learning journey. 

 

From the Principal 

Read together: Choose a favourite book and read it together.

I Spy: Play “I Spy,” focusing on the starting sound (e.g. “… begins with /b/”).

Sound hunt: Find objects around the house that start with a specific sound (e.g. /s/).

Word hunt: Hide word cards and have your child find and read them aloud.

Letter collage: Cut out pictures from magazines that start with a specific sound and make

a collage.

Sand or salt trays: Trace letters in sand or salt while saying the sound aloud.

Hopscotch with sounds: Draw a hopscotch grid with letters. Say the sound as you hop on

each letter.

Phonics songs: Find fun phonics songs online that use repetition and music to help

remember sounds.



 

Student voice: Attitudes to School Survey

The Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS) is an annual voluntary survey provided by the
Department of Education that gives students the opportunity to share their experiences
and perspectives about school.

Students in Years 4 and 5 at Yurran P–9 College will complete the online survey at school
with support from the leadership team. The survey takes approximately 30 minutes and
asks students about areas such as learning, relationships, wellbeing, resilience and school
connectedness.

All responses are anonymous, and the information gathered helps schools identify
strengths and areas for improvement to better support student learning and wellbeing. We
aim to have all participating students complete the survey by Week 7.

We value student voice and appreciate the important feedback our students provide to
help shape our next steps as a school community.

Sadia Toqeer
Principal



What we are learning
Literacy
Foundation - Year 1
Throughout this term, the Foundation - Year 1 students have been learning about fairy tales.
They have been learning about the text structure of fairy tales which includes: the
characters, settings, problems and solutions. Students have also been learning about the
morals in a range of fairy tales. 

In addition, the Foundation - Year 1s have focussed on nouns and verbs, along with learning
more letters and sounds.

Year 2 - 5
Throughout this term, the Year 2-5 students have been
focussing on Greek Mythology.   Students have been
developing their inferring skills in reading and incorporating
descriptive language in their writing pieces. 

Ben Casey
Foundation - Year 1 Classroom Teacher



Year 2-5
In 2-5A, the students have been focussing on making data predictions, collecting data and
then analysing what it means. Throughout this unit, the students have developed their skills
in organising and displaying their data using a variety of tables and graphs.  They have
also had the opportunity to read and interpret existing data sets, identifying patterns and
drawing conclusions from what they observed.

Gengchen Zhang
Year 2 - 5 Classroom Teacher

Numeracy
Foundation - Year 1
Throughout this term, Foundation - Year 1 students have been learning the place value of 1- and
2-digit numbers. They are consolidating their knowledge about ones and bundles of ten, using
icy-pole sticks.



Whole-school reward system | ClassDojo
The importance of the ‘positive behaviour’ strategy: ‘Unconditional Positive Regard.’

At Yurran P-9 College, ClassDojo has been implemented as our whole-school reward system
since the start of Term Two. ClassDojo is a fantastic, interactive resource for our school
community, to support with reinforcing positive behaviours and high expectations.

Encouragement, guidance, acknowledgement, positive feedback and praise are helpful for
students to build their skills and grow in confidence. They are also essential to build a
predictable, positive and respectful culture in our school.

By rewarding positive behaviours, students will:
Be motivated to collaborate towards a common goal - team spirit.
Remain engaged - positive incentive.
Be self-motivated to be part of the collective effort towards a reward.
Acknowledge their own successes and feel more confident.
Receive positive feedback.
Be supported to reach their goals.

Students have and will be receiving Dojo points if they follow our SWPBS matrix of expected
behaviours for our values of learning, respect and growth mindset. Yurran P-9 College will
reward students individually, as a class and whole-school, when they reach point milestones. 

If you would like to learn more about our whole-school reward system, please contact your
child’s classroom teacher or Melissa Masutti.

Melissa Masutti
Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader and Specialist Teacher (The Arts)

At home activity | Caught Being Good Jar (positive reinforcement)

The Goal: To shift focus from correcting misbehavior to acknowledging what children do well
and succeed with.

How to: Decorate a clear jar and keep a pad of paper nearby. When you see your child
sharing, using gentle hands, or following directions without being asked, write it down. An
example is "Thank you for helping put the toys away!”, and drop it in the jar.

The Reward: Draw slips from the jar at the end of the week for a fun family activity, which
may include a movie night or picking a special treat.



Whole-school reward system | ClassDojo



PE
Foundation to Year 1
Throughout all of Foundation and Year 1, Physical Education classes are heavily focused on
Fundamental Movement Skills (FMS). These are the basic skills required to engage in all
physical activities, which can be used as stepping stones to sport specific skills later in life.
Our Term One focus was on locomotor skills including running, jumping, leaping and
hopping.

Fast forward to Term Two, and we are now working on the FMS of catching, throwing,
bouncing and passing! Students have engaged in a mix of games that use these skills,
along with structured practice to give them multiple exposures to performing them.

For the remainder of Term Two, students will be engaging in active play and minor games,
where our focus will be on practising fair play, inclusion and cooperation.

Year 2 - 5
For Term Two, the main focus in PE for our Year 2 to 5 students will be Athletics. They have
been learning about and practising a range of track and field events, which can typically
be seen at the Olympics.

Weeks 1 to 3 were focused on throwing events, which include the Discus and Shot-Put, while
weeks 4 to 6 will be spent engaging with jumping events like Long Jump, Triple Jump and
High Jump. Then, the remainder of the term will be spent on running events, including the
relays and hurdles. This will all be in preparation for our school Athletics Day, which you can
read more about below.

Year 3 to 5 Athletics Day
On Wednesday 17 June, all of our Year 3 to 5 students will be travelling to the VU Wyndham
Athletics Track to participate in our annual Athletics Day! This year we will be sharing the
day with Wimba Primary School (Tarneit), to give our students an opportunity to compete
against other competitors from their age group. The events that students will get to
participate in will include Long Jump, Triple Jump, High Jump, 800m Run, 100m Sprint, Shot-
Put and Discus. In future years, this event will come with further opportunities for high
performing students to progress to competing at the District level for our school.

Alex Schwartz
Physical Education, Science and Social Emotional Learning Teacher



Assessment and Reporting

Semester One Reports
At the end of this term, all students will receive an end of Semester One Report.  Teachers
have spent Terms One and Two collecting assessment data and student work samples in
all subject Learning Areas taught.  The report will indicate progress in achievement of the
Victorian Curriculum 2.0.  

Parents/Carers will have an opportunity to discuss the report at the beginning of Term
Three at a Parent-Teacher Interview.  More information about how to book an interview
time on COMPASS will be provided closer to the date.

Barbara Venuto
Learning Specialist



Wellbeing and Engagement

Mother’s Day
On Thursday 7 May, we celebrated all the wonderful mums and mother figures in our
community with a special Mother’s Day breakfast. It was lovely to see so many families
come together to enjoy the morning, share a meal, and spend time with one another.
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the occasion so special. We hope
all our mums and mother figures enjoyed a very happy and memorable Mother’s Day. 

We would also like to thank Lauren and Jessica for volunteering their time to help at our
Mother’s Day stall. Your support was greatly appreciated and helped make the day a
success!



Attendance and Engagement
Every day counts - school success starts with attendance

Regular attendance helps children build strong learning 
habits, develop friendships, and stay connected to their 
learning. At our school, we work in partnership with families 
to support every child to attend school every day and arrive 
on time. Missing just one day a fortnight can add up to four 
weeks of learning lost each year. We encourage families to 
prioritise attendance and communicate with the school if 
support is needed. In Term Two, we are aiming to reach 
95% attendance across the college.

Together, we can ensure every student has the best opportunity to learn, grow and
succeed. Thank you for your ongoing support and partnership in your child’s education.

Our upcoming assemblies

It has been great having our families attend our recent assemblies, where we share and
celebrate everything that is happening at the school. As of our next assembly, we will be
moving our start time to 8:50AM to make it easier for families to attend after drop off. 

Our next two assemblies will be on:
Friday 29 of May
Friday 26 of June

Sadia Toqeer
Principal



 

 



Enrolments 2027
 Our school zone 
Our school zone is available on findmyschool.vic.gov.au which hosts the most up-to-date
information on school zones in Victoria. 

Students residing within our school zone are guaranteed a place at our school. Your school
zone is determined based on your permanent residential address. 

Our school manages enrolments using the Placement Policy to ensure that students have
access to their local school. Students may enrol at another school if there are available
places. 

For more information about our school zone, please contact our school administration. For
answers to frequently asked questions about school zones, visit school zones. 

2027 Foundation (Prep) enrolments 
Is your child starting school in 2027? If they turn 5 by April 30, 2027, it's time to start planning
their next big step!

All Victorian government primary schools follow the state-wide Foundation (Prep)
enrolment timeline. The timeline advises families when and how to enrol their child at a
Victorian government primary school. 

You can apply to enrol your child in Foundation (Prep) in 2027 from Monday 20 April 2026. 

What you need to do: 
1.Contact our school at 7300 7117 or email yurran.p9.co@education.vic.gov.au to book an

optional school tour. 
2.Download the Foundation (Prep) enrolment information pack from Enrolling in

Foundation (Prep) (available by Monday 20 April 2026). This pack includes guidance on
the application process. 

3.Submit an enrolment application by Friday 31 July 2026. Paper enrolment application
forms are also available on request from our administration office.

4.You will be notified of the outcome of your application between Monday 3 August and
Friday 14 August 2026. 

5. If you receive an enrolment offer, you should accept the offer by Friday 28 August 2026. 
6.Take part in school transition sessions during Term 4, 2026. 
7.Prepare your child to start Foundation (Prep) from Thursday 28 January 2027. 

Enrolment applications submitted after 31 July 2026 will be processed by our school as they
are received, in accordance with the department’s Enrolment Policy. 

For more information about the Foundation enrolment timeline, visit: Enrolling in
Foundation (Prep). 

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/enrolment/guidance/placement-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-zones
https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep


 

Other year level enrolments are open!
Yurran P-9 College is also welcoming enrolments for:

Prep – Year 5 in 2026
Year 6 in 2027.

You can submit a request at any time in the school year. We invite families to connect with
us, learn more about our commitment to learning, wellbeing and community engagement,
discovering how your child can thrive as part of our new school community.

School tours
We are conducting a number of school tours over the coming months to share what makes
Yurran P-9 College unique and wonderful, so we encourage prospective families to register
for a tour. 
 
  Please call our office on 7300 7117 to book a tour!

Nicole Strange
Enrolment Officer

 



Community updates 
OSHClub 
If you are yet to enrol in the OSHClub Rise Then Shine and Stay & Play programs, please
find our 'How to enrol' brochure attached for guidance - and remember, it's free! 

We kindly remind all families to check that their bookings are accurate and amend
them as needed. Bookings can be reviewed by logging into your OSHClub account or
the Kidsoft app. If your child will not be attending on any booked day, kindly remove the
booking to avoid non-notified absence charges.

To help secure your child’s place, we also encourage families to ensure all 2026
bookings are entered and accurate for both Term Time care and Holiday HQ.

Entering bookings early supports planning and helps us to better manage availability
throughout the year. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to head down to
the OSHClub room to visit the team or get in touch with our Regional Manager, Bree
Lloyd, on 0492 168 651. We’re so excited to be welcoming you to our OSHC service and
can’t wait to begin our time together.

Thank you for your cooperation and support. 
OSHClub Team 





Wyndham Community Connector



Youth events at Wyndham City Libraries



Youth events at Wyndham City Libraries



Free event at Wyndham City Libraries



To enter the newsletter challenge, simply read each question carefully and 
write down your answers, along with your name and class, on a piece of paper.

Hand in your entry to the Administration Office, and winners will be announced in the next
newsletter.

Good luck!

This Week’s Challenge: Shape Hunt

Find and write down three things around the house that are a: 
1.Circle
2.Square
3.Rectangle 
4.Triangle

The last newsletter challenge winner was...

 Zayden F1A. Congratulations! 

 

Puzzle of the week for our possum 
detectives 

Volunteers
Help us make a difference!
We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to support our College community throughout
the year. Some events we have coming up include:

Breakfast Club
Helping with our library

If you are interested and have a Working With Children’s Check, please contact our
Administration team. 



What is your favourite colour? 
My favourite colours are pink and green. I like all the beautiful 
shades of these colours. Pink has always held a special place 
in my heart, and green felt like the perfect complement. 
It's no coincidence that green became part of our school's 
identity!

What is your favourite number and why? 
My favourite number is 0 and here's why it fascinates me. 
When placed before a decimal point, it increases a number's 
value but place it after a decimal point and the value drops 
significantly. A numerical digit with such a big impact, a bit 
like the choices we make every day!

What is your favourite book and why? 
I love a good read! As a classroom teacher, one of my favourites to share with students was
‘First Day Jitters’ by Julie Danneberg. It was a wonderful way to show my class that we
shared the same nerves and excitement about new beginnings. I also have a deep
appreciation for ‘The Alchemist’ by Paulo Coelho, a story that beautifully explores following
your dreams and finding your true purpose, a message I think resonates with all of us.

What is your favourite food?
I have a sweet tooth! I enjoy all kinds of sweets, and right now I am absolutely loving the
Sebastian cheesecake. It is truly hard to resist.

What do you like most about your role?
Without a doubt, it is the privilege of building a new school community, one that is caring,
inclusive and deeply focused on learning and wellbeing. It is a rare and extraordinary
opportunity and not something that comes along every day. I feel very fortunate to be on
this journey with our students, families, and staff. 

What is something that is unique about you?
I am naturally curious and always eager to learn something new. I embrace new ideas and
genuinely enjoy a little adventure along the way whether that's in the school, the
community or life in general! 

People of Yurran
Sadia Toqeer - Principal
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